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[bookmark: _Hlk160727301]Tool 2.7: Tutorial for Conducting an
AFFF Exposure Study
The following document should serve as a guide for conducting an AFFF Exposure Study. This tool provides example interview questions for ARFF and airport staff to assess past AFFF uses onsite. By utilizing this document, airport operators may gain insight into AFFF fate and transport based potential previous deployments.  
AFFF Use at the Airport
1. What is the airport’s ARFF Index?

2. What brand of AFFF is currently used at the airport?

3. What other brands, if any, have been used in the past?

4. Are SDSs available on site for the AFFF used? Where are they located?

5. Where and how is the AFFF stored?  Who is the responsible party for tracking the inventory and disposal?

a. What volume of AFFF is stored on-site, and is it stored in its original containers?  If not in original containers, what is it stored in (HDPE, stainless steel, etc.)?
b. Is there secondary containment for the storage areas?
c. What is the composition and condition of the flooring in storage areas?  Is there any past evidence of the storage area leaking?
d. How frequently is AFFF equipment checked for malfunctions or degradation (cracks or leaks)?
e. How are spills during maintenance activities (i.e. filling the firefighting trucks, filling the hangar systems, cleaning the firetrucks or hangar systems, or diluting the AFFF solution for use) recorded?
f. How is the AFFF removed from the distribution equipment during maintenance activities?
g. Is it possible to get copies of incident reports?
h. Is this information available for airport tenants (past and present) as well?

6. How is the AFFF disposed of? 
a. Incinerated on site?  
b. Picked up by an authorized 3rd party disposal company?

c. Is out of service equipment and rinsate disposed of in the same way?
d. What is the frequency of disposal and what volume of AFFF is disposed of at a time?
e. Is a water-oil separator used during the disposal of foam-hydrocarbon solutions?

7. Do any tenants of the airport use AFFF, and if so, what brands, how are they stored, and how are they disposed of?

8. For these other tenants, how is the fire suppression system tested, how often, and how is the foam captured to prevent release?

9. Has the airport historically had other tenants with fire suppression systems?

10. Have there been any fires on the airfield that may have required AFFF other than crashes or routine training?

a. Fuel trucks?
b. Fuel spills?
c. How was the fuel and AFFF contained during these incidences?

11. When training exercises were still conducted at the airport, how often were they conducted?

a. Where was the runoff flow directed or how was it captured?
b. How frequently is AFFF used at the airport annually on average?
c. Are absorbents, a spill kit, and a spill management plan in place during AFFF use?

12. For an average test situation, approximately what volume of AFFF would be used?

a. What is the typical volume of rinsate that results from cleaning the equipment that contained the AFFF?

13. Are the training areas lined in any way to prevent the migration or accumulation of fuel in the soil?

a. Are berms in place to contain runoff?

14. Have the ARFF crews ever sprayed down the runway with AFFF as a preventative measure when an aircraft was approaching in duress?

15. Are any of the following activities or other sources of PFAS known to occur on airport property (e.g. herbicide or pesticide applications, metal machine operations, aviation and/or industrial components)?
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