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Tool 2.5: Tutorial for Assessing Off-Site Source Areas
The following document serves as a guide to research non-airport sources of PFAS. This guide identifies accurate sources of information and steps to review and download data. By utilizing this document, airports may have a better understanding of what facilities, industries, and businesses are located nearby and the risk of PFAS migration onto the property from off-site sources. 
1. Finding historic imagery
Airports may consider reviewing current and historic imagery as a first step for determining what buildings, land uses, and activities occur on nearby properties. However, it must be understood that these methods will not give data or information on the buildings or property owners or operators themselves. Nevertheless, an airport may be able to determine a rough timeframe as to when surrounding businesses were developed and which facilities have been demolished over time. This research may help airports narrow down the scope of businesses and properties to investigate further. 
There are two methods for viewing this imagery: Google Earth™ and USGS TopoView™ map. The methods for using these tools are described below.
Google Earth:
· Install the desktop version of Google Earth™ from the internet or confirm that the desktop app is installed on the computer. The web version is available at https://earth.google.com/.

· For historical aerial imagery, click the button towards the top of the screen that resembles an analog clock with a green arrow around it.

· This will bring up a time scale
· To go back in time, click the arrow to the left of the timescale.
· Each time the button is clicked, the screen will show an older historical image.
· To go forward in time, click the arrow to the right of the timescale.
· To measure between features, select the ruler icon at the top of the application window.

· A dialogue box will appear and the option to draw a line.
· Draw a line by clicking once on the off-site facility/property of interest and once on a point on airport property.
· The dialogue box will automatically have the distance displayed next to “Map length” field. 
· To change units, click the drop-down menu next to the measurement and select the desired unit. 
USGS TopoView Map:
· Follow the link provided to access the USGS TopoView Map (https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/).
· Type the facility address into the search bar.
· Historical topo maps, if available, will appear under the search bar.
· Historical maps are sorted by date.
· Click the desired map; then click the circular “Show” button underneath the KMZ link.
· The historic map will overlay the current displayed background.
· There may be differences in buildings and other land activities between the overlayed map and the base map. 
2. Researching information through the county tax assessor
Airports can follow up a review of current and historical imagery by researching information on businesses, industrial sites, or buildings of interest. Current facility and property information can typically be found through the county tax assessor’s website.
Below is a list of considerations when searching for property information using parcel data:
· Search for “(Insert county) Parcel Viewer” into an internet browser of choice to find the parcel viewer web application for the county.
· Search for a parcel using the address of the facility.
· A tax parcel ID can also be used for searching but is not required.
· Look at surrounding parcels for more information on land use or activities of the property of interest.
· Items to search for include:
· Parcel owner
· Parcel designation (e.g., heavy industrial, light industrial, residential, commercial, etc.)
· The details of recent sales including dates, contacts of sellers and buyers, and sale prices
· The date of the property’s development.
· Property modifications
· General facility information
3. Requesting information through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
If limited information is available in the parcel viewer application or the airport desires more information, the FOIA can be used to acquire more details about surrounding property uses and activities. There are two methods for obtaining this information. The airport can either file a formal request with the federal government or it can reach out to the local tax assessor’s office for more information. Methods are described below:
FOIA Request through the Federal Government:
· Follow the link provided to access the FOIA website (https://www.foia.gov/).

· Utilize the “Tips for making a request” button for help requesting information. 

· Confirm that information could not be found anywhere else on the internet or through government websites.

· Identify the correct agency for the request.

· Once the airport is ready, click the “Start your request” button. 
· Requesting information through the FOIA is best when information is desired from or pertaining to federal departments or agencies. 
· Information through the FOIA government website can take over 100 days. 
Contact with Local Office
· Prepare information needed including parcel IDs and addresses of properties or facilities of interest.

· Once contact has been made, provide information detailing the purpose of the request and the information desired.
· Reference the FOIA during the discussion.
· Provide contact information where documents and data can be sent once it has been assembled.
· Be aware that a representative from the airport may need to schedule an in-person visit to obtain the requested information. 
· FOIA requests can also be submitted to local fire departments to obtain emergency response information.
4. Ordering information through Environmental Data Resources (EDR)
Another way to obtain information for parcels or properties around the airport is to order a city directory report or a radius report through an environmental database. Ordering these reports is not free and requires setting up an account with the organization. Instructions for ordering reports is provided on the website once an account has been created. It should be noted that a city directory report will only provide information on current and historical owners of surrounding properties. For a more detailed report, airports should consider purchasing a radius report. 
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